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THE NAZI MASTER PLAN 
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, This study describes, with illustrative factual evidence, — 
Razi purposes, policies and methods of persecuting the Christian 
Churches in Germany and occupied Europe. 
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THE PERSECUTION UF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


1. TH. N.YURD OF THD PPRSECUTION 

Yaroughout the period of National Socialist rule, 
Yeligious liberties in Germany and in the occupied areas 
_ Were seriously impaired. The various Christian Churches 
were systematically eut ofz from effective communication 
with the people. They were confined as far ag possible 
to tne performance of narrowly religious functions, and 
eyen within this narrow sphere were subjected to as many 
hindrances as the Nazis dared to impose. ‘Tnese results 
were accoliplisned partly by legal and partly py illegal 
ana terroristic means, 
Il, TH: PROBLEN OF ESTABLISHING CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY 

fo establish criminal reeponsiblity in connection 
With tais persecution it is sufficient to show tnat riecsures 
taken against the Christian Churenhes were an integral 
part of the National Socialist soheme of world conquest. 
In many cases 1% is also possible to snow that the measures 
in question were criminal from the standpoint of German 
or of international law, depending on tne region in which 
any given act Was committed. 


A. Acts Comuitted in Germany Proper 
by Articles 156 (freedom of faitn and conscience), 


136 (right to the enjoyment of civil and political rights 
a ae CONFIDENTIAL 
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dependent of religious oeaed). 137 (freedon of religious 

gociation and incorporation), 138 (comutation of atate 
ntributione to religious bodies), 1359 (legal recognition’ 
f Sundays and public holidays), 140 {right to carry out 


@ligious work in the Army and public institutions) and 14y 


e€ 


maintenance of religious instruction in tne German 

ducational aystem) of the Weimar Constitution, which were 
never formally abrogated by the National Socialist regime, 
many basic rights were granted to religious organizations. 
Although articles 114 (freedom of tne person), 115 (rreedon 
from searches and seizures), 117 (secrecy of communication), 

18 (freedom of specch and of the press), 123 (freedom of 
ase cembly), 124 (freedow of association) and “is (rights of 


property) were suspended on 28 February 1933. P ATuLCLos 


-135~40 and 149 were left snteusned, and still remein 
_ theoretically in force. Respect for the principle of 


religious freseaom was reiterated in various official 
pronouncements by Naza leaders.” Specific religious liberties 
were also guaranteed 1n various enactments of the National 


Socialist state, particularly tne Concordat of 20 July 1933.” 


y the vecrce of the Presicent ee pee vet er se bao Prot 


tion of the People and the State, RCBI. I { } 
See below p 12-13, | 


- HGOBL, AL (1455) p. 679. For = English transiation see The 
_ Perseeoution of the Catmolic C.urcn inthe Third Refoh (Ucnrtaa, 
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es 
fo demonstrate the illegality of specific acts of persecution, 
it is sufficient to show that they were in violation of these 


legal provisions, — 


Be 


Acts Coumitted im Areas Incorporated into the Reich 
The legal situation with regard to acts of persecution 

in these areas depends upon the attitude taken concerning 

the legal effect of incorporation, If it is assured that 

incorporation actually took place, religious guarantees ine ) 

eluded in the Weimar Constitution, the Concordat and other 

German enactments would presumably apply to the incorporated 

territories. In that case the problem of establishing the 

illegality of acts of persecution committed in these areas 

Sunsequent to incorporation+ would be the seme as in the 

case of acts committed in Germany proper. If it is assuned 

that the act of incorporation, as an incident of aggressive 

WAPFares wags imvelid and without legal effect, the problem 

of establishing the illegality of acts of persecution cam 

mitted in these areas would be the same'as in the tase of 

&cts committed in other occupied areas, considered below. 


C. Aets Committed in Other Occupied Areas 


| The rights and duties of the Nazi authorities in these 
regions were governed by the provisions of international Lav, 
particularly Article 46 of the Hague Regulations (7.907) Re- 
on Tanc, which provides 


“that "religious convictions and practice must be respec cad o* 


IS“ Austria was incorporated_13 March 1938, Western Poland was 


_4necorporated 26 October 1939. See special memorandum 


ime Incorporation and Annexation of Territories by Nasi 
Germany o 
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To denonctrate the dlicgality of specific nets of persecu- 
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constituted a violation of theso provisions. 
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int. BASIC NATIONAL SOCIALIST ATP ITUDE 


RCHES 
National Soolalisn by ite very nature wag host£le to 
Christianity and the Christian churches. The yurpese of the 


YARD CHRISTIAN 


National Socialist movenent was to convert the Gernan people 
inte a houo;eneous racial grou united in all its enerries 

for prosecution of ageressive warfare. Innunerdble indications 
of tnis fnct are to be found in the speeches and uriting oP 
Hiticr and other responsible nazi leaders. The follovinge 
statemcnts by Hitler may be telken ag indicative. - 


fuvery truly national icea is in the last resort gocial, 
4,€.,he who 4s prepared so convictely to adopt the cause of 
hie people that he really lrowvs no higher ideal than the 
prosperity of this - his omi people, he wno has so talzen to 
heart the ocahing of our orent sons ‘Deutschland, Deutschland 
uber ilies’ tht nothing in this world stands for hin >igher 
than this Germany, people and land, land and peopisc, he is 
a Socinlist!" (Speech given in ttunich, July 28, 1922, trans- 
lation fren Adolf Hitler, liy Nev Order, edited by Raoul de 
Roussy Ge Sales, Reynnl and iitchoock, New York, 1941, p. 39) 


H#iven today we are the least loved pecple on earth. 
A world of foes is ranged against us and the German must still a 
today makc up his mind whether he intends to be a free soldier kG 
ora white slcve. The only possible conditions under whith ae: 
a Gernan State can develop at all must therefore be: the 


unification of all Germans in Europe, education towards a ae 
nationul c mociousncec, and rendiness to place the whole al 
nationnl ctrength without exception in the service of the Eid 


nation." (Speech given in iamicn, April 10, 1923 2 tranglation from 
Hitler, ibid, p. 28) 


"Tf cowards cry out: *'But we have no armsi*® that is 
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neithcr here nor there! then the whole German people knows 
one will and one will only ~ to be free = in that hour ve 
gholi have the instrument with which to win pur freedon. 

It mattors not whether these veapons of ours are hunane! 

if they Goin us our freedon, they ore justified before our 
conscience and before our God." (Speeoh given in lunich 
August 1, 1923, tranalation from Hitler, ibid, p. 65) 


| "The conception of pacifian translated into practice’ 
and applica to all sphercs nust crodually lead to the | 
destruction of the competitive instinct, to the destruction 
of the anbition for outsat:-nding achievement. I eannot gay: 
in politics we will be pacifists, we rejeot the iden of the 
necessity for life to safeguard itself through conflict ~ 

but in ccononics we vant to remain keenly competitive. If 
Ireject the idea of conflict as such, it is of no inportance 
that for the time being thet idca is st111 applied in sone 
sinele spheres, In the lust resort -olitical decisions are 
decisive and determine achicvencnt in the single schore." 
(Specch civen before the Industry Club at Dusseldorf, January 
27, 1932, translation fron liitlcr, ibid, p. 101.) 


Schere can be no economic life unless behind this 
econonic life there stands the determined political till of 
the nation ready to strike - and to strike hard." (Same 
speech, p. l1L}) 

"Wo ilntional Socialists once eame from war, from the 
excericnes of war. Our vorld ideal disveloped in var}; nov, 
af neccossp-ry7, it will prove itcelf." {Speech given at the 
Sportpal:.st, Berlin, on Ccotober 10, 1939, translation Pron 
Hitlor, ibid, p. 759) 

Although the principal Christinn Churches of Germany had 

long been nasociated with concervative waya of thought, which 
meant that they tended to agree tith the Nat&fonal Socialists 
$n their authoritariLaniean, in thoir attacks on Soednlisn and 
Comnunis:, and in their campnign against the Versailles 
treaty, their doctrinal commitments sould not bs reconciled 
with the prinoiple of racisn, vith a foreign pclicy of un- 
.linited aggre salve warfare, or with a domestic policy involving 


the comphete subservience of Church to State. Since these 


CONF IDE:ITIAL 


~6- ss CONFIDENTIAL 


fundamental elements of the National Socialist 

ram, conflict was inevitable. 

: ‘Important leaders of the National Socialist party 

| would have liked to meet this situation by a complete ex- 

tirpation of Christianity and the substitution of a purely 
“ inl religion tallored to fit the noeds of National 
Sooislist policy. This radically anti-Christian position 
is rost significantly presented in Alfred Rosenbere's | 


idyti of the Twentieth Century {one of the great best-sellers. 


f National Socialist Germany and generally regarded, after 


Hiticrts Mein Kampf, as the most authoritative statement 
of : ‘ational Soolalist ideology), and in his To the Chscurautists 


of our Time {4n die Dunkelmaenner unserer er Zeit}. Since 


~s 


Roaunberg was editor in ehief of the chief party nevepaper, 
the Yoelkischer Beobachter, the Reich Leader of Ideological 
Trainings and the possessor of other prominent positions under 
the tational Socialist regime, his idecs were not without 
goificial significance. Thus ina declaration of 5 November 
%.... Paidur von Schirach, German Youth Leader declared in 
Berlin; "*Rosenberg's way is the way of German youth."1 So 
far as this sector of the National Socialist party is con- 
eexncd, the destruction of Christianity was explicitiy re- 


@opulzed as a purpose of the National Socialist ::overent. 


T. Cited 3, The persecution of the Catholic Church in the 
. third Reich, (London, Burns Oates, 1940),De 83 


a 
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Sonsiderations of expedicney made it inpossibie, 

] however, for the National Soctalist government to adopt thie 
radical .onti-Christian policy officialiy. ‘Thus the poltoy 
actually adopted was to reduce the influence of the Christian 
Churchcs as far ag possible throuch the use of every available 
means, without provoking the difficulties of an open var of 
extermination, That this ms an official policy can be deduced 
from the following record of nenasures actually taken for 

the systcnatic persecution of Christian churches in Gornany 

and in Gornan oecupied areas. 


ZV. POLICES AN Hs PORSEGUSTON OF THE CHRISTIAN 


CHURCIE.S - 


The nature of the influence exercised by the Christian 
Churches varied considerably in the various regions under 
National sociniist control. Policies adopted in an attenpt 
to countcract that inflrence were correspondingly varied. 

A. Polisics Ad 


WY 
Porsecution of the Christian churches in Germany proper 
gave risc to very special probiens. Sinee Gernany vag de~ 
stined 69 Suowias the central force for the coning vars of 
ageression, 1% Was particularly necessary that the Cernan 
people be withdrawn from all infiuences hostile to the National 
Socialist prilesophy of aggrecsion. This meant that the 
influence of the Christian churches would have to be 
minimized as thoroughly as possible. On the other hand, tre 


predoninently conservative and patriotis influence oxertcd 
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By the larger Christian churches was a factor of som 

- positive value from the National Socialist standpoint, and 
insured those churches a substantial measure of support 

from conservative groups destined to play an important part | 


ee in the National Socialist plans for aggression. Persecution 


ofthe Churches in this region had therefore to be effected 
in such a way as to minimize their effective influence with- 
out breaking the unity of the German people, and without 
destroying the capacity of the churches to fulifill their 
_ Bistoric mission of conservative social discipline. This 
“ gould only ta aocomplishec, at least the case of the major 
Christian churches, by a slow and cautious policy of gradual 
encroachment o 
In accerdanse with this necessity, the Nazi plan was 

_to show firet that they were no foes of ths Church, that 
they were indeed interested in "Positive Christianity," were 

very good friends of the Churches and did not at all went 
: _ bo interfere in religious matters or with the internal affairge 
| of. the different denominations. Then under ths pretext thet 
i: the Churches themselveg were interfering in political and _ 
'» State metters, they would deprive the Churehes, step by step, 
e of all opportunity to affect German public life. The Nazis 
“believed that the Churches could be sturved and strangled 


spiritually in a relatively snort time when they were deprived 
of all means Of communication with the fsithful beyond ran 
Church building themselves, and terrorized in such a manner 
that no Churchman would dare to speak out openly against Nazi 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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policies. This general plan had been established even before 
the rise of the Nazis to power. It apparently came out of 
discussions among an inner circle comprising Hitler himself, 


Rosenberg, Goring; Goebbels, Hess, Baldur von Schirach, ‘rick, 
Rust, Kerrl and Schemm. Some Nazi leaders or sympathizers, .. . 


and some later collaborationists who were faithful Catholics 
or Protestants, such as von Epp, Buttmann and von Papen, may 


have been left in ignorance of the real aim of Nazi church 
policy. 
> to the existence of an anti-Church plan is to be found in the 


of Proof. The best evidence now available as 


systematic nature of the persecution itself. Different steps 
. dn thet persecution, such as the campaign for the suppression 
of denominational and youth organizations, the campaign against 
the denominational schools, the defamation campaien against the 
clergy, starved on the same day in the whole area of the Reich 
GF in latge Gistricts, and were supported by the entire regi- 
mented press, by Nazi Party meetings. by traveling Party speakers, 
® AS to direct evidence, the directives of the Reich *ropaganda ‘linistry, 
if they have not been destroyed, would be most authoritative. 
if they have been destroyed, questioning of Nazi newspapermen 
and local and regional propagandists might elicit the desired - 
evidence. It is known that Hitler used to discuss the pians 
ef his political action with those members of his inner circie 
who were especially concerned with the respective problens. 
Rosenberg, Goring, Goeboels, Prick, Rust, Baldur von sohiresh, E trl 
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and Schedm ere the leading Naziswho took a special interest 

in the relationship of State and Church. (See Hermann Rauschning, 
in his chapter on Hitler's religious attitudes in The Voice of 
Destruction, and Kurt Ludeke, I Knew Hitler. Both witnesses, 
however, ere to be used with caution.) 

But even ‘thoug sh the basic plan was uniform, the opportun- 
ities for carrying it into effect, and hence the specific policies 
actually adopted, differed substantially from church to church. 
The principal churches to be considered in this connection are 
tans following: 

lL. The Catholic Church. National Socialist reletions with 
the Catholic Church fall into three cleurly morked pericds. 


ao ihe Period Prior to the Seizure of Power. During this 


period the relutions between the Nazi Party and the Catholic 

Church were extremely bitter. As an opposition Purty, the 

Netionsl Socialists had always violently attucked "Political 
Catholicism" and the eoiiaboraticn of tne Center Party with the 
Social Democrats in the Reich and Prussian govern ents, declar- 

ing that they could find no difference among the so-called Systen- 
parteien (parties which collatoreted in the system of constitutional 
governuent). On & Murch 1933, Goring in a speech eat - Essen summed 


Up the Nazi attitude toward the Center as follows: "Each time 


_ the red robber was about to steal some of the German people's 


_ Properties, his black accomplice stood thieves’ watch."* On their 


: 7. Easoner Nat Tonalzeitung 


and other German newspapers for 9 


CONFIDENTIAL 


part, the German bishops, stigmatizing the Nazi movement as, anti~ 
| Christian, forbade the clergy to participate in any ceremonies ; 


~ such as funerals, in which the Nazi Party was officially represented, 


‘al refused the sacraments to party officials. In several postorals 


~ they expressly warned the faithful against the danger created to 
"German Catholicism by the Party.+ 

b. The Period from Seizure of Power to the Sisning of 
the Condordat. During this period, the main concern oi the nev 


regime was to liquidate the political opposition. Their stratery 
yas to convince conservatives that the efforts of the government 
were being directed primarily against the Communists and other 
forces of the extreme left, and that their om interests would ré=- 
main safe in Nazi hands as Long es they would consent to refrain 
fron political activity. Immedietely after their rise to pover, 
therefore, the Nazis made ummisteakable overtures to the Churches, 
and tried to convince the Catholic hierarchy in particular that 
after the dissolution of the Center Party and some Catholic organ- 


@ izations of more or less politicel character, such as the Friedens- 


bund detitscher Katholiken, no obstacle could remain in the way of 
complete reconciliation between the Catholic churchad the Nazi 
State. The Cerman Catholic bishops, influenced by the experiences 


Of their Italian colleagues, whose relations with the Fascists 


r "Bee {soTaratione of the German bishops on the Reichstar e 


Rhein- Liaind sche Volkszeitunr. 


eetions 
of July and November, 1932, quoted in the German press, Boa 
in such Catholic papers as Gernania, Xoeinische Volkszei tung and 
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under the iateran Treaty of 1929 had been fairly smooth, accepted 
the Nazi proposition, Powr parlers for a Reich Concordat started 
immediately. 

Meantime the Nazi government abrogated all laws and wegu= 
lations of the Republic protecting non-denominational groups of 
the population and abolished the right to pursue anti-religious and 


anti~Church propaganda. The Prussian government closed the so-called 


secular (yeltliche) schools in which no religious instruction was 
given and re-established religious instruction in professional and 
vocational schoolso! 411 organizations of free-thinters were for- 
bidden. When the Reichstag elected on 5 March 1933 convened, the 
_. Sovernment organized religious ceremonies for the FEOves tant and 
the Catholic members of Parliament.2 

And in his speech before the Reichstag, to which he pre-- 
serted his government, Hitler declared: "While the regime is dc= 
termined to carry through the political and moral purging of our 
public life, it is creating and ensuring the prerequisites for @ 
really deep inner religiosity. Benefits of a personal nature, which 
. might arise from compromises with atheistic organizations, couid 
_ outweigh the results which become apparent through the destruction 
of general basic religious-sthical values, The national regime 


“Seeks in both Christian confessions the factors most important for 


a. Bee Cuno Horkenbach, 
- (Berlin 1935 Pieceeoa 
2s Ibid., Rp. i2h. 
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‘the maintenance of our folkdom, It will respect agreements con~ 


‘eluded between them and the states. Their rights will not be in=- < 


Oe {fringed upon. Conversely, however, it expects and hopes that the 
national and ethical uplifting of OUF people, which the regime has 
: taken for its task, Will enjoy a similar appreciation. She national 


regime will concede and safeguard to the Christian confessions the 
influence due them, in school and education. It is concerned with | 


. the sincere eooperation of church and state. The struggle against | 
a materialistic philosophy and for the creation of a true folk eens 
munity serves the interests of the German nation as well as our 

@ christian belier.1 


Unier such circumstances, the conference of Germen bishops, 
meeting as usual in Fulda, decided on 28 March 1933 to lift all . 
restrictions imposed on members of the Church adhering to the Kazi _ Q 4 
movenent.< This eperied the door to mass adherence to the Party _ 4 
of practicing Catholics. The rush started immediately. All those 
German Catholics who were inclined to edopt Nazi political views 


and had hesitated only because of the anti-Nezi attitude of the a j 


§ hierarchy hastened now to join the victorious party of the "national 
revolution." Former members of the Center Party's right wing, who 
had always advocated collaboration with the parties te the right 
of the Center and with the German nationalist movements establisned 
themoe? vee now as so-calied "hridge-builders" trying te explain 

: Ideologic:1 affinities between the anti-liberal character of i 


Catholic politics and the Nazi system. They Insisted especially on 
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the fact that the Church was guided like the Nazi movement by the 


iéadersnip principle. They were soon joined by turn-coats from 
“the left wing of the Center and the Cathelic youth movement, persons 
“whe insisted that the "socialist' and antivcapitalist character er 
"the Nazi doctrine coincided marveilously with their own views on 
“the necessity of social reform. 
- “In order to remind the Cetholics of the danger of not 
‘ecming to’ an agreement with the Nazi state, a certain amount 

of pressure was at the same time maintained against them. A 


thorough job was done in purging Reich, state and municipal 


inistrations of officials appointed for their adherence to 
the Center or Davarian People's parties. Former leaders of 
those parties, including priests, joined Communist and Social 


Democrat leaders in the concentration camps, and the campaign 


of hatred against the "black" was resumed.* By April 1933 the 
bishops were making eppeals for clemency toward former civil 


servants Who, they pointed out, were not abie to Join the 


@ wclerration of national awakening because they had been dismisset: 

‘from positions in which they had given their best to the com= 
“munity of the German people. And on 31 May 1933 a meeting of ~ 
the Bavarian bishops adopted a solemn statement directed against 


the tendency of attributing to the state alone the right of il 
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e the program of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Katholischer 
Deutcher, ibid., p. 436 and 504, See also the declsration 
of Archbis op Groeber, ibid.» p. 463. 


See Zoid os Do 186, 263, 268 » 
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educating, organizing and leading ideologically the German youth. + 


2A few weelis later, on’ 18 June 1933s the breaking up in Munich 
| wy NaZzi hordes of a manifestation of the Catholic Journeymen . 
: | Associations (Gesellenyereine) became the starting point of 

: a Nazi propagands campaion against alleged efforts to keep 
"Political Catholicism" alive. 

Tension was mounting again when news that a Concordat 
had been signed on 8 July 1933 im Rome between the Holy See 

and the German Reich seemed to alter the situation completely. 


. 7 For the first time since the Middle Ages the Reich itself had 


entered into en agreement with the Roman Catholic Church. 
Moreover, the new treaty was apparentiy entirely so the advan | 


tezzZ@ of the Church. In return for the retre’t of German : 


ih 
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Catholicisa fs.m the political scene, demonstrated pny the 
self--dissolution of the Center Party? and the synchronization 


(Gleichschalitung) of the Catholic press>, an official guarantees 


on Smee metre cae 


was given the Church in the *OmM of an international treaty, 
Sf of all the church rights that "Political Catholicism" had 

fought for: freedom for Catholic orgeanigations, meintenanee 

of denominational schools, and preservation of the zenerel ine 


fluence of the Church on the education of the German youth. 


Among the 35 articles ef the Concordat, 21 treated . [3 
exclusively right vS and prerogatives accorded to the Church; | 


: Iv See Persection of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich 
a Po 516. See also Horkenbach, ibid., p. 170. 


2s See Horkenbach op. eit. >» 275. 


“36 See ti.c Law Concerning Editors of 4 October 1933 (RGBL., I 
© (1933) pe 713). 
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eciprocation consisted only in a pledge of loyalty by the 
a -elergy to the Reich government and in a promise that Cetholis 
| ‘religious instruction would emphasize the patriotic duties of 

the Christian citizen ani insist on a loyal attitude toward .. 
the Fatherland. Since it had always been the practice of the 
Catholic Church to abide by established governments and to 
promote patrioti¢e convictions among the faithful, these stip- 
wletions of the Concordat were no more than legalizations of 
an existing custom. 
The Concordat was hailed by Church and State authorities 


as marking the end of a period of distrust and suspicion and 
the beginning of close anf fruitfvl collaboration. Hitler 
himself advised the State and Party officials to adopt a 
friendly attitude toward the Catholie Church and its institutions 


on German soil, He expressed the wish that Cathelic erganigntions, ’* 
now under the vrotecticon of a treaty of friemiship between (og 
Rezi Germany and the Holy See, shonld no lenger be regarded | | 
9 by his followers as symbois of an effort to remain outsides the : 


national community and to form a way of life epart from the. | : 
official line of the totalitarian Third Reich.* ol 
I. Etatement of 8 July 1933. Quoted in Nathaniel Micklem, : 4 


Fational Socialism and the Roman Catholie Church (Oxford ae 
University Pr | | ~ i 
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ce. The Period Following the Signature of the Con- 


cordat. During this period, relations betwen the Nazi 


state and the Catholic church became progressively worse. 


Fuving gained the support of the Catholic hierarchy in the _ | 
crucial early days of the sefime by signin: the Concordat, 
they took advantare of their subsequently increasing strength 
to violate every one of the Goncordat's provisions, 
rredually stripping the Church of all its aore important 
rights. Specific instances of the various phases of this 
persecution are presented in Section V belowe 

By 1937 1t had become clear that the Nazi state was 


mot to be appeased by Catholic efforts to acconuodate the 


Chureh and the State in the Jorm of a Conooidat, and that Gg 
Hitler’s feovernnent had no intention to adhcie to its 4 
part of the uocument. Convinced, th SOERES:. that the Church 7 : 
had been in error, in the face of the irreconcilability of 4 
its teachings with those of National Socialism, in — | 
abandoning its earlier opposition to the movement, tie J 


Chureh resumed its controversy with Nazi doctrine, while 
continuing to suffer from Nazi practice. | 3 u 
The new campaign may be considered to have been : 


ineucurated by Pope Pius XI in his sncyelical of li, March 1937, 


ontitled "Mit brennunder sorge",> which by underground means 


TOTES Abt 


vas spread by Catholic youth throughout Germany and was 


first published to the world in the original Cernuan text 
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Li, #nelish translation in The Persecution of the Catholic 
Church in the Third ieich, Pe 5236 | : 
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by a reading (21 March 1937) from all soman Catholic pulpits 
in Germany, Pope Pius XI denounced the violation of the | 
Concordat boy the Nazi stete. He described the actions of 
‘the Nazi government against the church as “intrigues which 
Crom the berinning had no other aim than a war of extere 
suination....In the fu.iow of peace in which we had labored 
to sow the seeds of true peace, othcors ... sowed the tares 
of suspicion, discosd, hatred, calunny, a secret and open 

“fundanental hostility to Christ and his Church, fed from a 

_ thousand different sources and making use of every available 
* peanse" | | 

The support of the Holy See encouraged some of the 

German bishops, either: im courarsous sermons, diccesan 
nastorals, or in their collective pastorals issued usually 
rrom Fulda, the seat of their ennual confeionces, to 
‘spotest vigorously acainst both Nazi ideolocy and practice. 
Especially notable in this work were Cardinal Faulbaber of 
Munich, Bishop von Preysing of Berlin, and “ishop von Galen 
of Minster. Among the more notabdle protests were the Pastoral 
issued from Fulda on 19 Aucust 1938, the Fulde Pastoral of 
1941, which was read from all pulpits on 6 July 1941, the 
rulda Pastoral of 22 March 1942 and the Fulda Pastoral of 


19 August 1943." In spite of these protes.s, there is no 


2 


Iv Substantial excerpts in snglish are to bu foun ibid, p. 30-4, 


_@. All these pastorals ae certainly availubie in the offices 


of every German diccesa. | 
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evidence that the Nazis were in any way deterred fron their 
| 2 


campaign, in violation of the Concordat, to destroy’ the 
' position and influonce of the Catholic Church in Ge.many. — 


° ad 


26 Tho Evanrolical Chusch, Unlike the Catholic Church, 


the Evangelical churel.es of Germany weie orcanizations 


4 e 


- 


‘ tnose supreme administsat: ve organs wero located within 


_ . 


the borders of Germany. Among the Jvangelical clergy and 


Laity there was also a substantial ¢roup, the nore extreme 


/wibers of which were known as the German Christians, who 


were entirely in accord with the purposes of the National 


voClialist govelnuent. bith regard to the Jtvanpelical churches, 


td 


' therefore,the policy of the National °oci.lists was not simply, 


LS ag in the case of the Catholic Shuirch, to linit the 


: oetivities and influence of tke church orza:ization, but to 


capture and uSe the chuich organization for t:.eir own purposes, 


she attempt to accomplish this purpose falls into two main 


— Deriods. 


; a. The Period of German Christian Prodominance. The 
cssential strategy of the first pesiod of tiv National Socialist 


-* @Overnment was to impose highly oentialized creans of admin-~ 


istration upon the German wvangelical Church, and to place the 
uxercise of the powers thus created in thse rtoliable Nazi hands 
~ of German Christians. In this way it was oped to secure the 


r ° 


@iimination of Christian influences in the Evangvlical. Church 
by legal or by quasi-lefal means. , 
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The campaien ‘began with a cong “ress of German 
christians, held at Berlin on 3-4 apes 19337 which declared 
itself. in favor of a united avangelical Chueh organized 
ueceording to the leadership principle and ble tenets of the 
Party (including anti-somitisn). One of its leaders was 
the army chaplain, Ludwig Miller, a friend of Hitler, who. 
on 25 April was appointed the Fuhrer’s roprusentative "with 
full powers to deal with the affairs of the Evangelical Churoh"” 
in its.relations with the stute.” Yieldin: to the clamor for 
vnifieation, the Comaittee of the German Church Confeder:tion 
on 23 April 1933 authorized its preetecnws Die Kapler, to 
cniry through a reorganization of the constitution of the 
Church. after the constitution had been accopted by the 
Souncil of the Church Federation and represo.tatives of the 
londeskirchen it was published on li, July 1933 by the 
Government of the neich, together with a law recognizing 
she new German dvaupelical Church as a corporation of public 
ta aw o7 The essentiel purpose of this legisiation, while 
ostensibly leaving the Landeskirchen indepy endent in matters 
of confession and worship, wes to create & contral, admine 
istrative organ, headed according to the leadership principle 
~ by a uteich Bishop, and vested with complete power to control 
- paministrative and lagal activities of the Church. 


~~ 
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@ placed in the hands of reliable Ge.man Vhiistians. Llypical 
of 


of the first sweich Bishop. Before the election, German 
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state Commissioner for Church Affairs. in Prussia. This 


fficial, Dr. Jager, was a German Christian, and through his 


f 


sube-commissitoners for the church provinces of Prussia he 
took the administration of the Ghurch virsually out of its 


. OW hands. in prepariag the elections for the nations] ‘synod 


~S1ich was in turn to elect the .eich Bishop, it i= said that 
the clercy were not allowed to exercise Shcir tracitional 
»,lght to lim it the voters 26 active churehn ..nbers. 
The nignt barons the eleetion Eitler intervenea 
DS ionGio efdvess stronsly suppeitinc the Gerasn Ch: ‘istians. The 
result wag a victory for ihe Seisan Viirisbic: 8S. On | 
5 Septenber their candidate Fuller was electvd to the entirely 
rew office Bishop of Prussia by a General xynod of the 
| Peotestant chureh of Prussia in a session woninated by a 
Co.man Christian majority,” and in which 75 members of the 
opposition who desired to protest we.e not cllowed the floor 
© TOCIRITT Pr 262-3. , 
2, Yor the German teat, see ibid. p. 300, For an English 


‘translation, see Hitler, 2638., po 165-8. 
3a -Horkenbac o., EDides Do 370. 
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